
P2 Book Study with Social Studies
A Cross-Curricular Approach

A BEN Workshop presented by Rhoda Musson and 
Sally Baines, 27 January 2022



Rhoda Musson
I have taught in Bermuda’s Department of Education for 20 years.  
Currently, I am a P2 Teacher at Harrington Sound Primary where I 
am a member of the school’s administrative team.

I am a mother of two adult daughters and a member of various 
singing groups. I have a keen interest in holistic health and I’m a 
doTERRA essential oil enthusiast.

In 2001, I graduated from Atlantic Union College with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Elementary Education and Psychology.  During 
2021 I began to work with BEN as a tutor in the summer camp 
program.  I am enamored by the support that BEN provides for 
teachers and students.



Sally Baines
For over ten years I have been teaching in public and private 
schools in the UK, China, Singapore, the US and Australia and 
have taught all levels from P1 to P6. 

I am a keen traveller and have a BA (Hons) from the University 
of Durham, a Post Graduate Certificate of Education (Primary 
Years) from St Martins and an M.Ed in Human Development & 
Psychology from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

I first worked with BEN in 2019 as part of the Teacher Wellness 
Retreat and love working on creative curriculum design to 
enhance learning and enjoyment. Collaborating with teachers 
is a key component to my own professional development. 





SS unit Society and Culture: A collaboration with KAF!
Strand(s): Civics
Module Title: Society and Culture
Topic: Similar and Different III
Primary 2
SS02-CIV04

Standard(s):
SS.P2.C2a Explain the contributions that various 
groups have historically made to the community.

Activity: each child creates their own Gombey cape 
inspired from their family experiences / culture / traditions.  

Link to:  Artist/Illustrator Ashley Bryan - looking at the 
books Beautiful Blackbird and Sail Away, they will create 
their capes with cut paper and other mixed media layers.   

Score 3.0   SS.P2.C2a
The student will:

Explain (draw, write, tell) the contributions various 
groups historically made to the
community, i.e. development of early Bermuda’s 
population, traditions e.g. food,
music, cultural expressions, and labour force (see 
Teacher notes on page 3).

Score 2.0  
Recognize and recall specific terminology such 
as:
 contributions, culture, historic, diversity, community, 
Azores, African, Caribbean,
Native American, North America, England, Europe, 
Portuguese, music, food,
gombeys, labour, map, migration, regions, originated





Linking Social Studies to ELA and Art… why?
● Thematic teaching can enable deeper learning as key concepts in 

one subject area can be revisited in other subject areas

● Reading comprehension outcomes can be improved as students 
develop their concept awareness and language across subjects

● When we discuss geography, different cultures and historical 
events, this helps “broaden horizons” and give students more 
background knowledge to draw on when they are reading 

● Students can develop an understanding that a topic is never just 
one subject area!

● It’s a great opportunity to infuse some Social Studies into our 
Language Arts.



Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne

We are going to take a couple of minutes 
to read through the book and look at the 
vivid illustrations on our own. 

What are your initial thoughts / 
responses?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrANbAjnQgM&ab_channel=GiveUsAStory%21






See / Think / Wonder routine
This 1 page resource will be provided on 
the BEN website after the workshop.

As it states, ‘This routine encourages 
students to make careful observations and 
thoughtful interpretations. It helps 
stimulate curiosity and sets the stage for 
inquiry.’

This routine is powerful in any subject, 
can easily be scaffolded, and used in a 
variety of ways (ie, individual or group)

















Additional resources 
The lesson plans, slides, poems and See / Think / Wonder routine will be 
shared on the BEN website as of tomorrow:
http://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/what-we-do/lesson-plans/  

To share any learning in action from this cross-curricular unit, please email 
photos to Steph at admin@ben.bm - and let her know if you want to be 
tagged! Photos will then be posted on Instagram and FB. [note: pls make sure 
waivers are checked, or take photos of work]

http://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/what-we-do/lesson-plans/
mailto:admin@ben.bm


Keep in touch!
We will be asking for your feedback on this 
unit:

● what went well;
● what challenges there were;
● where you brought in your own ideas 

and resources; and
● learning that you saw in your class 

and in what ways.

This will help us for next year.

We will be in touch in March.

Thank you for attending. Please can you 
complete this Google Form providing 
feedback on our workshop.


