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A Cross-Curricular Approach
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Sally Baines, 17 March 2022



Sally Baines
For 13 years I have been teaching in public and private schools 
in the UK, China, Singapore, the US and Australia and have 
taught all levels from P1 to P6. 

I am a keen traveller and have a BA (Hons) from the University 
of Durham, a PGCE (Primary Years) from St Martins and an 
M.Ed in Human Development & Psychology from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 

I first worked with BEN in 2019 as part of the Teacher Wellness 
Retreat and love working on creative curriculum design to 
enhance learning and enjoyment. Collaborating with teachers 
is a key component to my own professional development. 



Kelly Rodday
I have been teaching for 19 years in both private and public 
education.  I am currently the Primary 3 classroom teacher and Math 
Teacher Leader at St. George’s Preparatory School. I have a Master’s 
Degree in Organizational Management in Education from Endicott 
College. 

I have provided professional development for the B.U.T.’s Annual 
Conferences, Somersfield Academy and the ICAN Math Program. I 
am a ICAN Math tutor for the Reading Clinic. I am new to BEN but 
loving my experience so far!  

I am a Bermudian mother of two, ages 7 and 13. My 7 year old son is 
also in my class this year. 







Science Biology unit Parts of a Plant: 
A collaboration with AgraLiving
Welcome to the Garden Classroom!

This lesson will incorporate a number of standards across 
Biology, Economics and Maths (see next slide for details).

Starter: Whole group (2 classes)

Classes will then separate, one going to:
Activity 1 - Biology-based (harvesting; parts of a plant)
The other going to:
Activity 2 - Social Studies and Maths focus
Then, after 30 mins, switch!

Come together (2 classes) as a group for a closing circle 
reflection and activity



AgraLiving lesson: standards that will be referred to…
Biology: Parts of a Plant
3Bp1: Know that plants have roots, leaves, stems and flowers
3Bp3: Know that water is taken in through the roots and transported through the stem
3Eo5: Make generalisations and begin to identify simple patterns in results

Flowering Plants
Topic: Factors affecting plant growth
3Bp2 Explain observations that plants need water and light to grow
3Bp4 Know that plants need healthy roots, leaves and stems to grow well
3BP5 Know that plant growth is affected by temperature

Social Studies: Economics
3.SS.G2a Identify the basic needs and resources of Bermuda
3.SS.E1b Explain the importance of the farming, fishing and shipping industries in Bermuda.

Maths: 
MA03 DAT01: Answer a real-life question by collecting, organising and interpreting data (3Dh1)



Linking Science to ELA, Social Studies, Technology and Maths… why?

● Cross-curricular teaching can enable deeper learning as key 
concepts in one subject area can be revisited in other subject 
areas

● Reading comprehension outcomes can be improved as students 
develop their concept awareness and language across subjects

● When we discuss science, for example, and link it to local 
economics and the impact we can make, this helps “broaden 
horizons” and gives students more background knowledge to 
draw on when they are reading both fiction and non fiction texts

● Students can develop an understanding that a topic is never just 
one subject area!

● It’s a great opportunity to infuse some Science and Social Studies 
into our Language Arts.



Anywhere Farm by Phyllis Root

We are going to take a couple of minutes to 
read through the book and look at the vivid 
illustrations on our own. 

What are your initial thoughts / responses?
What do you notice?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrANbAjnQgM&ab_channel=GiveUsAStory%21






See / Think / Wonder routine
This 1 page resource will be provided on 
the BEN website after the workshop.

As it states, ‘This routine encourages 
students to make careful observations and 
thoughtful interpretations. It helps 
stimulate curiosity and sets the stage for 
inquiry.’

This routine is powerful in any subject, 
can easily be scaffolded, and used in a 
variety of ways (ie, individual or group)







How to plant 
a seed

https://www.agraliving.org/resources?wix-vod-video-id=a44e53f5deb24666bf9b77d631e31c27&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-kuzo40c8
https://www.agraliving.org/resources?wix-vod-video-id=a44e53f5deb24666bf9b77d631e31c27&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-kuzo40c8








   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkFPyue5X3Q
https://youtu.be/yHVhM-pLRXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-xScqCN0GA
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/13724
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/35718
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/13327
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/26267
https://www.agraliving.org/resources?wix-vod-video-id=a44e53f5deb24666bf9b77d631e31c27&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-kuzo40c8
https://kahoot.it/challenge/04374234?challenge-id=ed68d25e-5ece-442a-8dd8-a4b91f417394_1646760233885
https://kahoot.it/challenge/05861719?challenge-id=ed68d25e-5ece-442a-8dd8-a4b91f417394_1646760443122
https://kahoot.it/challenge/08484749?challenge-id=ed68d25e-5ece-442a-8dd8-a4b91f417394_1646760658262
https://kahoot.it/challenge/08484749?challenge-id=ed68d25e-5ece-442a-8dd8-a4b91f417394_1646760658262
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_uvUng7fJc&feature=emb_logo
https://youtu.be/w77zPAtVTuI
https://www.agraliving.org/resources
https://youtu.be/7hPRSnWWz3U
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/12899


Plant A Seed

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1LXnc9BDbWXcQKy8bI4CmjfI28Xsi5RxQ/preview


Additional resources 
The lesson plans, slides, and See / Think / Wonder routine will be shared on 
the BEN website as of tomorrow:
http://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/what-we-do/lesson-plans/  

To share any learning in action from this cross-curricular unit, please email 
photos to Steph at stephanie@ben.bm - and let her know if you want to be 
tagged! Photos will then be posted on Instagram and FB. [note: pls make sure 
waivers are checked, or take photos of work]

http://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/what-we-do/lesson-plans/


Keep in touch!
We will be asking for your feedback on this 
unit:

● what went well;
● what challenges there were;
● where you brought in your own ideas 

and resources; and
● learning that you saw in your class 

and in what ways.

This will help us for next year.

We will be in touch in May.

Thank you for attending. Please can you 
complete this Google Form providing 
feedback on our workshop.


