
Voices from the Ship: 
Descriptive Writing at 
Sea
HMS Pickle

Lesson 1

P5 



• I will pop up throughout our 

learning journey as we discover 
new things….

• I have seen the word 
“Descriptive” – can anyone share 

what this word means? 

• Let’s add it to our physical Word 

Wall in the classroom so we can 
see our new vocabulary grow.

• As we keep learning, we’ll add 
words with definitions, pictures, 

or examples. Our Word Wall will 

be a space we can look back on to 
support our talking and writing.

Hi friends!!!
My name is 
Fred



Detail detectives
Look closely at these two ships. 
One is HMS Pickle, a fast Bermuda 
sloop from 1805. The other is 
Shackleton’s Endurance, trapped in 
the ice. Today we’re going to use 
our words to capture what we see, 
hear, and feel. 

• What colours, shapes, or parts of the ship can you see?

• Where do you think this ship is — on the sea, or stuck in 
something? How do you know?

• What are the people doing in the picture?

• What words could we use to name the parts of the ship?

• How do these picture make you feel: calm, scared, excited, 
curious? Can you explain why?

• What kind of mood do these pictures create — peaceful or 
dangerous? How do you know from the details you see?

• If you had to choose one word to capture the pictures of the 
ships, what would it be? Can you expand it into a sentence?

Think/Pair and Share: 



Today we are learning…

 WALT (We Are Learning To…):

• Understand how descriptive language and ship-related 
vocabulary can bring a scene to life.

• Recognise how sensory details (sight, sound, touch) make 
writing more vivid.

• Appreciate how writers create atmosphere and setting in 
texts like Lost in the Antarctic. 

 Success Criteria

• I can collect and use descriptive words for our Ship Word Wall.

• As a whole class read and analyse the prologue of the story 
”Lost in the Antarctic”. 

• I can describe objects, sounds, and scenes using sensory 
details.

• I can write a descriptive paragraph as if I were a sailor, using 
sight, sound, and touch.

• I can use capital letters and full stops correctly in every 
sentence.



For this lesson 
we need: 
• Whiteboards and markers

• Pencils 

• Sticky notes 

• Mystery bag (any bag you can't see 
through)

• A learning journal – a copy to keep all our 
wonderful writing in one place! 



Group work :  Building Our Ship 
Word Wall

 What words do we already know about 
ships and life aboard a ship?

• Before we read our story, let’s see what we 
already know about ships. In your group, 
think of all the words connected to ships or 
sailing that you can. 

• Write one word per sticky note; big and 
clear. Maybe you’ll think of parts of a ship, 
what a sailor does, or what the sea is like. 

• Then we’ll bring them up here to build our 
Ship Word Wall. This wall will help us collect 
and use powerful describing words in our 
writing today.



 What is 
Descriptive 
Language? 

How does an 
author use 
language so we can 
create an image of 
what is happening 
in the story in our 
mind? 

Now that we’ve collected our ship vocabulary, we are going to be 
reading the prologue of “Lost in the Antarctic” by Tod Olson. 

However, before we do that, we need to understand what 
Descriptive language is : 

• Descriptive language is when an author uses descriptive words 
to help the reader see, hear, feel, or imagine something.

• It makes writing come alive, like a movie in your mind.

 How Authors Use It: 

• Authors choose strong adjectives and verbs (not just “big 
ship,” but “groaning, splintering ship”).

• They use sensory details (what you could see, hear, smell, or 
feel).

 Why Authors Use Descriptive Language

• To grab the reader’s attention.

• To help the reader picture the scene clearly.

• To make the reader feel what the characters feel (fear, 
excitement, hope).



In descriptive writing the 
writer appeals to the 
senses. We have 5 senses 
. Today we are going to 
focus on sight, hearing 
and touch: 



Senses activity….

We are now going to explore these 
3 sense through some activities! 

▪ 1. Hearing - listen to what you can hear around 
you (teacher will play the next slide but will not 
show the slide on the board – freeze the board). 
How would you describe what you hear? 

Is the sound - Rustling, booming, gravelly, 
whispering, sizzling, echoing, clattering, velvety, 
thudding, piercing? 

▪ 2. Touch - Feely bag activity 

▪ 5. Sight 



Listen – Copy and paste this link into 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QI3lHS55OaU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QI3lHS55OaU


Big 

Small Soft

Furry

Heavy
Hard

Tiny

What do you feel?

- Teacher will place a random 
object into the bag (no one 
is allowed to see)

- A child will be invited to the 
top of the room. They must 
be as descriptive as 
possible to describe the 
item without actually 
naming the item.

- Everyone else must guess 
what the item is. 

- Repeat a few times. 



Describe your pencil case

In groups place all the pencil 
cases in the middle of the 
table.

One student is chosen at a time 
to describe their pencil case, 
and the teacher will have to 
guess based off your 
description which pencil case is 
yours. 



Time to Read… Detail 
Detectives

Alright detectives…..get your ears ready!

As we read, if you hear any descriptive language; words that show what you could 
see, hear, or feel on the first page of the prologue make a magnifying glass shape 
with your hand and share what you found with the class.

Authors like Tod Olson use descriptive language so readers feel as if they are 
standing right there on the ship. Today, let’s be detectives and notice the powerful 
words he chooses.

Then …

For the following 3 pages, use your mini whiteboards to jot down any:

• Ship vocabulary (e.g. mast, deck, hull)

• Language of the senses (see, hear, feel)

We’re being active listeners — collecting details from Olson’s writing that we’ll be 
able to use in our own sailor’s description later.









What descriptive 
language did we find?

• Let’s add it to our word wall …



Learning Journal 
“Imagine you are a sailor on the 
Endurance…”
Now you are going to step into the boots of a sailor on the Endurance. 
Imagine it is your first night on board, and the ship is groaning and 
splintering in the ice. What would you see around you? What noises 
would you hear? What would you be able to feel around you?

Remember, your reader wasn’t there — so you need to describe it as 
if they have never seen this ship. Your job is to make them feel like 
they’re standing on the deck with you.

Task Instructions : 

• Write a descriptive paragraph.

• Pretend this is Chapter 1 of your sailor’s story.

• Use the Ship Word Wall to include boat vocabulary.

• Describe what you saw, heard, and felt onboard the ship.

• Remember: the person reading knows nothing about the ship – you 
must paint the picture with your words.

• Use capital letters and full stops in every sentence.

 Juicy Sentence Starters
•“I could see the …”
•“I could hear the …”
•“I could feel the …”
•“The ship seemed to …”
•“All around me …”
•“The sound reminded me of …”
•“It was as if the ship …”
•“The ice was …”
•“My heart felt … when …”
•“The air smelled of …”
•“The deck was … under my feet.”
•“In the distance I noticed …”
•“The night sky looked … above the 
ship.”
•“The noise grew … as …”

Independent DEAR (Drop Everything and Record)



PEER READ
Did your partner include these things in their 

paragraphs…
1. Write a descriptive paragraph?

2. Use the Ship Word Wall to include boat vocabulary 
in their writing?

3. Describe what they saw, heard, and felt onboard 
the ship?

4. Use capital letters and full stops in every sentence?



Author’s Chair 
time to share

 Now a few of us will 
read our descriptive 
paragraphs aloud. 

 Peer feedback 
prompts:

2 stars – 2 things 
your friend did well

1 wish of what they 
could improve on



Did we 
learn these  
things?
 
Thumbs 
up/down

 Reflection – Did I…

• Did I understand how descriptive language and ship-related vocabulary can bring a 
scene to life?

• Did I recognise how sensory details (sight, sound, touch) make writing more vivid?

• Did I appreciate how writers create atmosphere and setting in texts like Lost in 
the Antarctic?

 Success Criteria – Did I…

• Did I collect and use descriptive words for our Ship Word Wall?

• Did I contribute to reading and analysing the prologue of Lost in the Antarctic 
with the class?

• Did I describe objects, sounds, and scenes using sensory details?

• Did I write a descriptive paragraph as if I were a sailor, using sight, sound, and 
touch?

• Did I use capital letters and full stops correctly in every sentence?



End of Lesson Actions

•Tidy up journals and 
return them to the 
basket

- Push in your chair and 
get ready for the next 
activity



Movement Break
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